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man, a stranger and a Scotchman, does not refute the unjust
opinion of the harshness of his general demeanour. His occa-
sional reproofs of folly, impudence, or impiety, and even the
sudden sallies of his constitutional irritability of temper,
which have been preserved for the poignancy of their wit,
have produced that opinion among those who have not con-
sidered that such instances, were, in fact, scattered through a
long series of years; years, in which his time was chiefly spent
in instructing and delighting mankind by his writings and
conversation, in acts of piety to GOD, and good-will to men.
I complained to him that I had not yet acquired much
knowledge, and asked his advice as to my studies. He said,
'Don't talk of study now. I will give you a plan; but it will
require some time to consider of it.' clt is very good of you (I
replied,) to allow me to be with you thus. Had it been fore-
told to me some years ago that I should pass an evening with
the authour of The Rambler, how should I have exulted!'
What I then expressed, was sincerely from the heart. He was
satisfied that it was, and cordially answered, cSir, I am glad
we have met. I hope we shall pass many evenings and morn-
ings too, together.9 We finished a couple of bottles of port,
and sat still between one and two in the morning.

As Dr Oliver Goldsmith will frequently appear in this nar-
rative, I shall endeavour to make my readers in some degree
acquainted with his singular character. He was a native of
Ireland, and a contemporary with Mr Burke at Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, but did not then give much promise of future
celebrity. He, however, observed to Mr [Edmond] Malone,
that 'though he made no great figure in mathematicks, which
was a study in much repute there, he could turn an Ode of
Horace into English better than any of them.' He afterwardsv
studied physick at Edinburgh, and upon the Continent; and
I have been informed, was enabled to pursue his travels on
foot, partly by demanding at Universities to enter the list as
a disputant, by which, according to the custom of many of
them, he was entitled to the premium of a crown, when
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